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he entertains the villagers. Beyond sipping lime-juice
he is not allowed to eat or drink anything. As the
procession, consisting of drums, the karagam dancer and
the goddess in the car, passes through a village, sacri-
fices are offered to the goddess at all points where two
streets cross. The sacrifices in this taluk are fowls on
this occasion, owing to the absence of large villages
where the people can afford to sacrifice sheep. As the
goddess passes through the main streets of a village, at
all the houses cocoanuts are broken and incense is burnt.
The pujari is also given some pecuniary remuneration,
but he cannot be sure of it in all villages. He is, how-
ever, entitled to retain for his own use the smaller
half of the cocoanut presented to him for being offered
to the deity. He generally manages to shelve it into a
big basket kept by his side for the purpose. The car
will go only through the main streets of a village,
and will return to its original place of starting
without stopping anywhere. It is considered a bad omen
amongst the Hindus if the gods and the goddesses have
to remain in the streets even for a night in their car.
Hence the place of starting must be reached before
sunset under any circumstances. The ceremonies for
the day will be over when, after reaching the jjlace of
starting, a fowl or sheep is sacrificed and the pujari and
others return homeward. In villages where a so-called
* husbandJ has been appointed, that person is bound to
sleep in the temple, or near its precincts, for this night
also. During the night a dramatic performance at the
expense of the leading ryots of the village is given.
The performance lasts generally from ten p,m. till
dawn, and the drama enacted nowadays is a compro-
mise between the rude country dance and the present
day dramas/71
Esstne, Trichinopoly District. Another character-
istic festival, which is specially conducted apd paid for
by the Pariahs, is held in the Trichinopoly district, near
the village of Essene, during the month of July or
August.
1 Ib.,pp. 114-15.
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